Shakespeare is the king of poetic rhythm and style, as
well as the king of the realm of thought; along with his
dazzling prose, Shakespeare has succeeded in giving us
the most varied, the most harmonious verse which has
ever sounded upon the human ear since the verse of the
Greeks.

HENRY COCHIN (Trans. MATTHEW ARNOLD)

He was an eminent instance of the truth of that rule,
Poeta nonfit, sed nascitur: " One is not made, but born a
poet." Indeed his learning was very little, so that, as
Cornish diamonds are not polished by any lapidary, but
are pointed and smoothed even as they are taken out of
the earth, so nature itself was all the art which was used
upon him.

Many were the wit-combats betwixt Him and Ben
Jonson, which two I behold like a great Spanish gallion,
and an English man-of-war: Master Jonson (like the
former) was built far higher in learning ; solid, but slow,
in his performances. Shakespeare, with the English
man-of-war, lesser in bulk, but lighter in sailing, could
turn with all tides, tack about, and take advantage of all
winds, by the quickness of his wit and invention.

FULLER (from The Worthies of England}

He was the man who of all Modern, and perhaps
Ancient Poets, had the largest and most comprehensive
soul. All the Images of Nature were still present to him,
and he drew them not laboriously, but luckily: when he
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